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LETTER FROM 
BISHOP HOUGHTON. 


AS FROM NANCHUNG, 
SZECHWAN, CHINA. 
5th, (1937. 
DEAR oF WESTERN CHINA, 

Yesterday, throughout this Dieoces of Eastern 
Szechwan, we inaugurated a custom which will, 
I trust, have an increasin gly stimulating effect 
on the upbuilding of Christ’s Church, and the 
advance of the Gospel, throughout the Diocese. 
At the Dicesan Standing Committee in June it was 
agreed to set apart the first Wednesday of each 
month as a day when all the workers, Chinese 


-and missionary, should give themselves to united 
waiting upon God. In the very early days of the 


work, by Bishop Cassels’ arrangement, the pioneer 
missionaries made Wednesday a day of prayer and 
fasting. At that time they had no Chinese col- | 
leagues, and the converts were very few, but 
to-day, in spite of much that might distress or 
discourage us, we are bound to give thanks as 


we recognise in our Chinese fellow-workers, and — 


the Church to which. they minister, God’ s answer 
to the prayers of the pioneers! 
The spirit of prayer has never left us, though 
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as individuals 7 suppose we should all 


we are far from satisfied with the-quality of our 


prayer life. If we really believe that 

Satan: trembles when he sees 

The weakest saint. upon his knees, 
it seems strange that we do not more frequently 
give him occasion for trembling! At any rate, 
I am sure that we are putting the emphasis in 


the nght place when we recognise the :extreme 
urgency of stirring up ourselves to lay hold on 


God, and the priority of prayer over every other 
weapon in our armoury. Personally, it was the 
blessing which I myself have received through the 
monthly Day of Prayer observed at the London 
Headquarters of the C.I.M. that prompted the 


suggestion put into the first: time 


yesterday. 


I myself spent the day in Tachu. My wife and 
I are staying in a bungalow on the. mountain side 
only ten miles from Tachu, and twenty from — 
Chihsien, so I went down with my secretary, the 


~ ‘Rev. H. Y. Chang, and the two Tachu missionaries, 


C. W. Ellison and W. H. C. Simmonds. In all, 
including the Chinese workers—voluntary and 
otherwise—we were a party of nine, and we had 
two sessions of fellowship ‘with God, reminding 
ourselves of our Lord’s own prayer life as described 
in St. Luke’s Gospel, and then praying, first for 
China in this time of renewed Japanese aggression, 
for ourselves and all our fellow-workers in this 
Diocese, for revival in the Church and the 
evangelisation of the millions outside it, and finally 
for Tachu itself, the Church in the city and out- 
stations, the busy markets where Christ is not 


named, the multitudes in this one county who are — 


either ignorant of or indifferent to the Gospel. We 
found, I think, that not only must one care for 


souls in order to pray for them, but that the act 
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of praying for them infinitely 1 increases one’s long- 
ing that they may be saved. _ 

It is, of course, too early to say Koi the day 
- was observed in other parts of the Diocese, but 
letters which I have received i in recent weeks make 
~ me hope that there is a fairly widespread sense of 
our need of prayer, and a real desire to seek God’s 


Hate. | 

On our return from the General Synod at 
Foochow we took nearly five weeks over a journey 
which, by the direct route and without delays, 
could have been covered in scarcely more than one. 
In order to keep to my programme I had to fly from 
Hankow to Wanhsien. The next day I dropped 
down the Yangtze by small boat to Yunyang. It 
took me six or seven hours with wind and stream — 
in our favour, whereas on the previous day the 
plane had covered it in the reverse direction in 
twenty minutes! 

Mr. Darbyshire met me at Yunyang, and took 
me on to Yunanch’ang, ten miles up a tributary of 
the Yangtze, the next day. I suppose the contrast 
between the churches in these two places has often _ 
been noted in the “Bulletin.’’ In the former there 
is only a mere ghost of a Church, and the few 
_ Christians who remain are divided amongst them- 
selves. .In Yunanch’ang, on the other hand, where 
I spent the week-end, there are three Chinese 
voluntary leaders who give all the time that they can 
spare from their business to the work of the Gospel 
and its expansion in neighbouring markets. The | 
firstfruits from Nanchi, some miles to the north, 
were confirmed on Whit Sunday. 
| From Kathsien, two days to the west, I visited 
two of our Forward Movement centres, Linkiang- 
shih and Wentangtsing. Two devoted German 
workers, Miss Blattmann and Miss Schlitzkus, have 
been patiently living down prejudices at Linkiang- | 
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shih, where there are no less than eighteen temples 
and quite a variety of Buddhist sects. I arrived at 


-l p.m. end from 3.30 onwards, with a break for 


supper, I took a Confirmation Service, administered 
the Lord’s Supper to twenty communicants, and | 


conducted a Bible Study. . 
At Wentangtsing, Miss Lucas has as her 


colleague a young fellow named Ning. Both he and 


his wife are graduates (to use an Americanism very 
common in China!) of the Changsha Bible Institute. 
Like Timothy, he seems to have a genuine care for 
men’s souls. If he goes on with the Lord, he 


gh well be a candidate for ordination. I pray 


t God may lay it on the heart of someone who 
reads this letter to pray for Mr. and Mrs. Ning, 
that God may fulfil in them the good pleasure of 
His will. I think I may say our most urgent need 
in this diocese is an increasing number of men and 
women who preach Christ simply because they 
cannot do otherwise. Apart from long talks with | 
Mr. Ning and Miss Lucas, I examined and after-_ 
wards baptised and confirmed eight candidates, and 


then concluded with a Communion service. 


Sunday was spent in Kathsien city, angen the 
Rev. F. A. Skinner has no Chinese fellow-worker, 
and on Monday we set out for Liangshan via a 
chain of Kaihsien outstations, five in number. We 
reached Liangshan in time to join with the mission- 
aries there in the special gathering to commemorate 
Lammermuir Day, May 26th. On that day, 71 
years ago, the first large party of C.I.M. mission- 
aries set sail for China, and it is observed as a Day 
of Prayer throughout the Mission. | 
The road to Liangshan (sixty miles south) 
winds through a very rich and densely populated 


plain. On the second day we passed four large 


market towns, and though it was not market day 


in any of them, the streets were crowded with 
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people, curious but not unfriendly, and very ready 
to receive tracts. Here is a field for aggressive 
evangelistic work. 
Our chair-bearers stopped to rest four miles 
from T’ienkiang outside a Boys’ Middle School. The 
headmaster saw us, and addressing me in very 
tolerable English, told me that he was a Christian, 
converted while studying in Chengtu some years 
ago. He is the only Christian on the staff, and as 
he showed me round the school I tried to encourage | 
him to witness for his Lord. I fear he has very 
little touch with the city church. 


I have left myself wholly insufficient space to 
do more than mention the names of the other places 
visited on this itinerary. 

T’ienkiang. <A small church handicanned by 
the unworthy lives of some of the older Christians. 
I have just ex-communicated one of them—a former 
churchwarden—for manufacturing and dealing in 
morphia. Still worse, he was selling Gospels as a 
blind. 
| Wuchiach’ang. Amid great rejoicing I dedi- 
cated the new church in this revived Chiihsien out- 
station. Itis built on a rock, in beautiful surround- 
ings just above the market. Pray for living stones | 
to be built into God’s temple here. — 


Kwanyinkoh. At Kwanyinkoh we found our- 
selves for the first time in the B.C.M.S. district. 
Archdeacon Denham was with us, and it was a 
_ pleasure to renew the acquaintance of the Rev. T. 
S. Chao, whom I knew in Liangshan in 1921. I 
held Confirmation services here and at Taishih-- 
ch’ang, as well as in Kwangan city. 


Kwangan is big enough to occupy several full- 
time workers, but Archdeacon Denham is respon- 
sible for the whole county, and the neighbouring 
counties of Linshui and Yohchi (where Mr. Wood- 
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hams is affectionately remembered). The Rev. 
Eustace Davis and Mr. Hubert Cordle are at present 
our only B.C.M.S. workers, but I trust reinforce- 
ments will not be long in reaching us. 


_ We hope to spend the autumn months mainly 
in visiting the north-western part of the diocese, 
including Paoning, Pachung and Kwangyuan. 


Miss Christensen’s meetings have had lasting 


results. Nominal Christians have been born again, 


backsliders restored, and others, who were living 
defeated lives, lifted to a new plane of Christian 
experience. But it was only individuals, not whole 
Churches, who were affected in this way, and I am 
not sure whether we shall not look back to these 


meetings primarily as the time when our eyes were 
opened to see the true state of the Christian Church 


in Eastern Szechwan. We cannot pray effectively 
if we gloss over unpleasant facts, but there is hope 


_ for.a Church when some, at least, of its members 


do not shrink from the ‘‘ searching glance ”’ of its 
Head, but at all costs accept His estimate of their 
need and seek His cleansing. | 


In my first letter, printed in the April issue, 
I told of my painful experiences at the Standing 
Committee held immediately after my Consecration ! 
The Committee which met in June was very dif- 
ferent, for | am beginning to feel a little more at 


~ home in the Chinese language. Far more important 


than that, there was an atmosphere of prayer, of 
fellowship and of unity which helped us to face 
difficulties undismayedy, and to look forward into a 


very uncertain future with hope born of confidence 
in the living God. 


_ Yours in the fellowship of the Gospel, 


FRANK HOUGHTON, | 
Bishop. 


| 


LETTER FROM BISHOP 
HOLDEN. | 


WARWICK Roan, 
Earv’s Courr, S. W.5. 
September 15th, 1987. 


My Dear FRienps, 


‘There can be but one , subject uppermost in the 
minds of those of us who are closely concerned with 
affairs in China; and indeed all who are in touch 
with world events must be appalled with the 

significance of what is happening in the Far Hast, 
and. its.eyen. more dreadful possibilities. 

The war begun by Japan so suddenly and on 
such flimsy pretexts is now affecting directly almost 
the whole of the vast Chinese territory, and 
apparently there are few places safe from the 
attacks of enemy aeroplanes with their extra- 
ordinarily wide range of action; probably our own 
<ioceses in Szechwan will be among the few un- 
likely to be thus endangered, if not entirely alone 
‘in that respect. 

‘Obviously this is not the place for the discus- 
sion of the political implications of the Sino- 
Japanese quarrel, but I am sure that wherever our 
-direct interests lie, none of us will be able to with- 
hold sympathy from China at this time of crisis. 
When even among the smallest nations the right of 
self-determination has been accepted as an element- 
ary political principle, it cannot be thought possible 
that the greatest nation in the world, and the most 
ancient, should quietly tolerate not only consider- 
able loss of territory, but also the demand that both 
internal and external policies should be dictated by 
a much smaller neighbour, merely because the 
latter happens temporarily to be militarily stronger. 
_Even if Japan’s immediate objectives be attained, 
ait must be at a fearful cost; and not the least serious 
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part of this will be the enmity for many long years 
of a great nation that might have had only friendly 

feelings for her and thus have been of greater 
economic value. The whole ghastly affair is tragic 


in the extreme, and not less so for Japan than for 


China. Part of the tragedy is that China is being 
forced in the direction from which Japan professes 
to be desirous of saving her, for not only has a pact 
with Russia become an accomplished fact, but there 
have been incorporated into the Chinese national 
forces the same Red Communists that only a year 


or two ago were drenching Szechwan in blood. — 


Owing to the breakdown in communications, ny 


letters from the field have reached me for a féw 
weeks, and I do not yet know directly of the 


reactions to the situation of our own fellow- | 


Christians in West China, but it needs little 
imagination to realise the sorrow and anxiety that 


must fill their lives just now. We need above all | 


to pray earnestly that the Christians in _ both 


countries may be saved from sharing in the bitter 


mutual jhatred that apart from God’s grace must 
occupy the peoples’ hearts, and that they may in 


their hearts and lives maintain so Christian a spirit - 


that they may be definitely and directly used in a 
ministry of reconciliation. Let us pray also for 
those, missionaries and Chinese alike, now in 
danger of wounds or sudden death from the fight-. 
ing. How terribly war is being waged I realised 
only yesterday when I saw in a London cinema the 
pictures of Shanghai during the shelling and bomb- 
ing of a few weeks. ago; terror and torture and 
death can never have been so portrayed before; and 


if it was exquisitely painful to view the record, — 


what must the experience have been of those who 
suffered it all? We should further remember those 
_ of our fellow-workers in other parts of China whose 
_ fields of labour have ‘passed under the control of 
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Japan, as is the case with the whole of the diocese 
of North China; we who owe so much to Bishop 
Norris will have him in our affectionate prayers; 


the experience of the Christian Church in Man-_ 


chukuo since Japanese occupation will readily 
determine the content and character of our 


prayers. 


From letters that reached me tie the diocese 


before they ceased a few weeks ago, I gather that 
the work has been proceeding steadily. and quietly. 


Some of the missionaries were unable to get away 
to the hills owing to the state of the roads follow- 


ing -very heavy rain- During the hot weather 


activities naturally were fewer, ‘schools and classes, 
etc., closing down for a time, ‘but evangelistic and 
pastoral work was going on as usual. Two items of 
news are of interest and importance and will provide 
material for intercession. Firstly, the Provincial 
Government has chosen Sintu, our centre north of 


Chengtu, as the experimental ‘“‘hsien’’ (county) 


under the reconstruction scheme prepared by Dr. 
James Yen, including political, educational, social 
and economic plans similar to those worked out with 
such splendid results.at Tinghssien in North China. 


Owing to his many other duties elsewhere, Dr. Yen 


will not be able to reside in Szechwan, but he will 

pay frequent visits (by air), and in Sintu, as In 
Tinghsien, he will have a staff of trained colleagues 
who will seek to make the area a model of what 


all others in the province ought to be. The implica- 


tions of all this for the Christian Church do not 


‘need to be stressed. The fullest co-operation on our 


part will be welcomed, and the opportunities for our 
special work of evangelisation will be the greater. 
May the Church, by God’s grace, make a worthy 
tithe tina under these unusually favourable cir- 
cumstances. Secondly, the Diocesan Board of 
Missions has arranged for a Week of Witness to be 
held throughout Western Szechwan from November 
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Sth to 14th. It is hoped that every congregation 
and every Christian will make some definite in- 
dividual or corporate witness throughout that week. © 
The effort will be under the leadership of Bishop 
Song and Mr. Maxwell, and I am sure we shall all 
back them up loyally by prayer, that the result 
may be for the Church more fully to enter into its 
rich inheritance, and for many non-Christians_ to 
accept Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

- Many have been in prayer for me personally so 
that I must add a brief word about myself. The 
rest of three months in Falmouth was helpful and 
enjoyable, and Dr. Cook seems satisfied with my 
condition, so that I have been allowed to begin my © 
ordinary deputation duties, and have already paid 
very happy visits to Southport and Lowestoft and 
am looking forward to meeting friends of West: 
China in many other centres. ; 


Yours faithfully in Christ’s service, 
| JoHN Ho.pen, 


Bishop. 


STATION NOTES. 

Owing to the dislocation of the postal service 
due to the fighting in China, none of the usual 
‘Station Notes’’ have been received from Szechwan. 
Bishop Houghton’s letter, however, in some 
measure fills the gap as regards the work in his 
Diocese; and Bishop Holden has kindly compiled 
the following notes from his personal corres- 
pondence:— | 
Day 21... P’ingwu and Kiangyu. 

_ Mr. F. J. Robert has been transferred from this 
district to Paoning to superintend the extensive 
repairs needed in the Cathedral building and prob- 


ably to undertake the business management of the 
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Hospital: Mr. Robert his been indefatigable in his 

evangelistic work in the isolated north-west, and 
- courageous in his efforts under conditions often not 
a little dangerous; he will be greatly missed. It 
is not at present proposed to replace him, and prayer 
is asked for guidance in the arrangements to be 
made as to the responsibility for the missionary 
work. of the Church in this region. Some five or 
six years ago the C.I.M. took it over from C.M.S., 
but for many reasons it is possible it may have to 
revert to the latter. 


Day 22. Ghungpa. 

A number of younger men eee recently been 
responding to the evangelistic efforts of Pastor Chu 
-Yuin-hsi, and this may be the beginning of an in- 
fusion of ‘new life which is so much needed in the 
Church, which is largely composed of “‘ old 
Christians.’’ Pray earnestly for revival here. 


Day 23. Mienyang (Mienchow). 
The reputation of ‘‘Yoteh’’ School has been | 
still further enhanced by its success in the various 
competitions for which all the schools of the county — 
entered. Although possessed of less efficient build- 
ings and more overcrowded than its competitors, 
“‘Yoteh’’ carried off the first prize for School 
Hygiene, and eight first prizes out of ten were won 
by the students in examination results and contests 
for speaking, ete. Principal Wu’s own youngest 
- child, a little girl of five, won the first prize as a 
- model scholar among all the kindergarten children. © 
Bishop Song paid a much-appreciated visit to 
Mienyang in July and among those he confirmed — 
were graduates of “Yoteh, ” both girls and boys, 
and an army doctor. 
Armfield’ s work at the Women’ School 
has heen interrupted owmeg to serious illness con-— 
tracted whilst conducting a Summer seneee for 
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Women at Hanchow. The latest news is to the 
effect that she is improving, but it will be some 
time before she is able fully to resume her important 
duties. .Meanwhile Miss Whitworth is taking Miss" 
Armfield’s place in the Women’s School. | 


Day 24. Anhsien. 

Arrangements had been «nade by the 
Committee of Synod that the Rev. Chu Yuin-hsi 
should assume pastoral charge of this important 
parish, but these have proved impossible for the 
time being to carry out. The Rev. Wang Tsung- 
teh retired from active work some time ago and 
went to reside in Anhsien, and it was hoped he 
might be able to provide ministerial help in a volun- 
tary capacity, but his business as a medicine dealer 
has made this impracticable. Prayer is requested 
that before long a suitable pastor may be provided — 
for this big parish with a number of congregations. 


Day 25. Mienchu. 
In spite of heavy rains which ‘turned the roads. 
into quagmires, Bishop and Mrs. Song struggled 
through to Mienchu in the middle of July. Con- 
sequently some delay ensued and services and 
meetings had to be re-arranged, the Confirmation 
Service being held on Tuesday instead of on 
Sunday. Nine young men and thirteen young 
women, with Mr. Li, the recently converted county 
official, were. confirmed that day. - During. the 

Bishop’ s visit: several drawing-room meetings were ~ 
held for young men and women, many of whom 
_ knew him from their student days i in Chengtu, and 
they listened most attentively to his message. He 
also went to speak at the Government "Middle. 
School, and on another occasion students and 
teachers came to a meeting in Church. Jt was dis- 
appointing that, on the afternoon Mrs. Song was to 
have spoken to the Missionary Service League, the 
rain was so heavy that no one could come. 
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The plan for the rural extension of the medical 
work is already taking shape, and a dispensary 
- has been opened at Hsinshihcheng, a market town 

about ten miles from Mienclfi. Mr. Keo, a qualified 
nurse with evangelistic training, has been placed in» 
charge, and he “will be visited regularly by the 
doctors and other hospital workers. It is hoped 
that similar centres may be opened in the near 


future.. 


Day 26. Tehyang. | 

The work in this parish has been strengthened 
by the appointment of the Rev. T’ang Shih-ch’en, 
who was recently ordained Presbyter. The direct 
- pastoral‘ supervision thus provided has made it 
possible for Mienyang to be relieved of part of its 
far-flung area, and the congregations in Lohkiang 
and Liohping have been transferred to the Tehyang 
parish. Pastor T’ang needs the prayerful help of | 
readers in this his first independent charge, 
especially in view of his sad domestic circum- 
stances, for he lost his wife and little baby only 


a few months ago. 


Day 27. Hanchow. 

_ Pastor T’ang’s place in Hanchow is_ being 
taken by Mr. Wang Chih-shuen, who, it is hoped, 
will be ordained Deacon very shortly. Mr. Wang 
served acceptably for some years as a teacher and 
then after training did splendid work as evangelist 
Hanchow, where the Christians were most 
anxious he should return. During the past three 
_ years he has taken the full theological course at the 

Central Theological School of our Church in Nan- 
king, where he was awarded the prize for his con- 


duct of chapel service. 


Day 28. Sintu. 
As mentioned elsewhere, Sintu has been 
chosen as the experimental centre of the Provincial 
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Government’s rural reconstruction programme, 
which includes education, health, agriculture and 
economics. Chosen out of the 146 counties of the 
province, Sintu is now entirely in charge of a very 
special type of local government, composed of some 
thirty or forty young University graduates under 
the leadership of the magistrate. The presence of 
Drs. Norman and Jessie Parfit in the city has en- 


- sured a sympathetic attitude towards the Church on 


the part of the new authorities. Here is an extra-: 


ordinarily valuable opportunity for a full Gospel 


ministry, inclusive of human interests in their 
every phase. Christian co-operation would readily 


be accepted if the Church could provide suitable 


Chinese workers, and special prayer is asked in this 
connection. 


Day 29. Ghungkiang. 


Bishop Song’s visit in July, carried out at ‘ 


much inconvenience, was blessed in bringing en- 
couragement to the congregations of this parish. 


Prayer is asked for Pastor Chang Poh-ai’s little 
son, K’ang-teh, who, for some two years or more, 
has suffered from a tubercular knee and is the 
cause of much anxiety to his parents. 


Mr. Tuan Sheng-en has now begun his definite 
work in the Christian ministry, having been 
ordained deacon, and licensed to St. John’s Church, 
Pifangkai, Chengtu. Mr. Tuan is the son of a 
leading Anhsien Christian, and was educated 
throughout in our schools, graduating a year ago 
with his B.A. degree from the Union University, — 
where he specialised in the Philosophy of Religion. 
Since then he has had practical training under 
Bishop Song and Mr. Sargent, and this included 
evangelism and classes for illiterates, efforts which 
have proved most fruitful. These Pastor Tuan will 
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and also give some assistance to the work 
among students. 

A definite step in the rieht direction was. 
recently taken when Mr. Wu, Kuo-chang was | 
appointed Principal of the C.M.S. College, the 

hostel for undergraduates at the/Union University, 

in which he is a lecturer in the Department of 

Science. Mr. Wu, who, with his charming and 
keenly Christian wife, has grown up in the Church, 
has developed enormously in Christian character in 
late years. The trust reposed in him is shown by 
his fellow Christians appointing him to be co- 
treasurer of the Synod, and by the authorities 
asking him to take charge of the repair work of 
the Government radio station. Mr. Smalley will 
naturally be behind the new Principal, but real 
responsibility devolves on the latter, and he needs 
much help by prayer as he enters on his important 


duties. 


“PERSONAL NOTES. 


Mrs. Robinson, of Liangshan, is detained in 
Canada, waiting for permission to continue her 
journey back to China. 


Miss Myra Carpenter is ahéo ready to return, 
and is waiting in England for permission to sail. 


_. Miss Waterson, a Nursing Sister from the 
C.M.S. Kwangsi-Hunan Mission, has been trans- 
ferred temporarily to the Mienchu Hospital. She 
left England in August, but has been detained en 
route, and it is still uncertain when she will be able 
to eet through to Western Szechwan. 


Three C.I.M. recruits, the Rev. T. Maxwell 
Orr, Miss Mary Isaac and Dr. Catherine Simmons, 
are all hoping (D.V.) to go to Eastern Szechwan, 
but are at present being detained in England. 
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Seek cvinipatliy i is felt with Mr. and Mrs. F. A. 
‘Skinner, whose little son, born on June 4th last, 


died nine days later from pneumonia. 


' Since Shanghai has been entirely cut off from 
the interior, there seems little doubt that our 
friends in Western China will have considerable _ 
difficulty in getting through their usual supplies. 
‘The mails also seem to be affected, and very few 
letters are being received in this country, so that 
it is probable that the missionaries also are finding 
it difficult to get reliable news and are failing to 
receive their usual home letters. 

A special Day of Intercession for China was 
arranged by the C.I.M. on September 7th last, in 
which fifteen different Missionary Societies co- 
pee. Mr. Aldis writes: 

‘‘ The C.M.S. was represented by Bishops 

Molony and Holden; the B.C.M.S. by the 

Rev. T. L. Livermore, and the C.I.M. by Mr. / 

W. H. Warren, Mr. W. B. Sloan and myself. 

In the afternoon the hall was full, and we had 

a real of poured out us.”’ 


THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION 
IN THE FAR EAST. 


The present year has marked the Jubilee of 
the Nippon Sei Kokwai (‘‘ Holy Catholic Church in 
Japan ’’) and the Silver Jubilee of the Chung Hua 
Sheng Kung Hui (‘‘ Holy Catholic Church in 
‘China ’’) as fully constituted national Churches ; 
and, some time before the present unhappy fighting 
‘between the two countries concerned had broken 
out, plans had been made, in which the Missionary 
‘Council of the Church Assembly and the Societies 
and Diocesan Associations which work in this 
country for the Dioceses in China and Japan are CO- 
‘operating, to celebrate these important occasions. 


| 
| 
a 


A united Thanksgiving Service is to be held 
(D.V.) in Westminster Abbey at 5 p.m. on Friday, | 
October 29th, 19387, at which His Grace the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury has kindly consented to 
preach, and at which it is hoped to have a prayer 


in Japanese and another in Chin éd by mission- 
ary bishops of the N.S.K.K. and of the C. ‘A. S. K.H. ; 
respectively. 


It is felt that, in spite of the situation which 

has developed in China, this service should still be 

held as a witness to the unbroken unity in Christ 

of the Christians in both countries, and as a token 

_ of our sympathy with them in their present distress ; 

so it is that many as possible of 

our readers and their friends wi make a special | 

effort to attend. 
~The service will be preceded by a Reception at 

the York Hall i in the Caxton Hall (one minute from 

St. James’ Park Underground Station), at 3.15 

p.m., when the host will be the Bishop of Guild- 

ford, Chairman of the Missionary Council. There 

will be tea, and short speeches by the Bishop, by 

Mr. Johnson Loh from Western China, and by a 

leading Japanese Christian. Any who would like 

to attend this Reception are asked kindly to notify 

the Rev. E. M. Bickersteth, Chiddingstone Rectory, 

Edenbridge, Kent, by October 26. 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


‘The monthly D.A.W.C. Prayer Meetings will 
be resumed (D.V.) on the third Tuesday in each 
month until further notice, and will be held at the 
offices (by kind permission ) of the Church Associa- 
tion, 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C. (close 
to Charing Cross Station and the ‘Embankment 
Gardens) from 3 to 4 p.m. on October 19th, Novem- 
ber 16th and December 21st, 1937; sme) 11th, 
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February Sth and March 8th, 1938, All who care 
for the work in Western €hina are asked to make a 
note of these dates, and come as often as possible. _ 
| Attention is called also to the fact that the 
special subject of the C. M.S. weekly Prayer Meet- 
ing at Church Missionary House, Salisbury Square, 
E: C. 4, to be held (D.V.) on Friday, January 7th, 
1938, ‘will be Western China; and that any of our 
friends will be warmly welcomed. The ‘meeting 
is held from 3.30 40 4.30 p.m., and is followed by 
tea, which gives an opportunity for friends to meet 
and talk. | 
Remembrance of the work in Western China 
has been promised also at the following parochial 
gatherings for prayer, at which any who can n attend - 
are always welcome: 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... Ist Tuesday, aftertoon. | 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p. m. 
Hailing Hall, Croydon ... Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 

St. Michael’s, Braintree ... lst Saturday, evening. 

Holy Trinity. Eastbourne... 1st Saturday, 5.30 p.m, 


 §t. Peter’s, Southborough... Ath Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 


‘Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 
‘Thorsden, ‘Guildford Road, 


: Woking ee . 8rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
Christ Church, Beckenham... 4th Friday. 
St. James’, Dover ... ... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
St. Mark’s. Preston ... ... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Dunston, Lines. is a Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 
Ferndown, Dorset... Wednesdays 
Christ Church, Richmond . . Fridays, 8 p.m. (except Ist 

(Surrey) Friday). 

Parish Church, Sevenoaks... Fridays (two meetings). 
St. John’s, Ealing one .. Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 

Christ Church. Blackpool .. . Fridays, 7 p.m.., = 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket ... Friday, evening. 
Union Hall, Dover ... | .. Saturdays, evening. 
St. Andrew’ s, Cullom ton... Ist Saturday evening. 


Reigate Parish Chure ... 4th Saturday. 
Christ Church, Barnet... 

St. Cuthbert’s, Preston 

St. Luke’s, Chadderton 

Stanstead, Suffolk ... 

Holy Trinity, Margate 
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PRAYBR CYCLE. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN: 


© 


SRE S 


20. 
21. 


CHON GPA. 


| | 
LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS’ IEN-F UH-CH’ 

SINTIENTSI, ILUNG, TSANGKI.. 

KWANGYUAN, KIENKO (CHIENCHOW). 


PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, 
TUNGKIANG. 


NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, SINCHENPA, YENTING. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. | 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 


KWANGAN. 
YOCH’TH. 


KUAN-IN-KOH. 
LINSHUI. 
CHUHSIEN, T’U-CH’I, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 


TACHU. 


TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANHAN, WANYUAN. 
LIANGSHAN, T’1ENKIANG. 
KAIHSIEN, WEN-1’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 


WANHSIEN. SHIH 
 FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUN YANG, 


WESTERN SZECHWAN: 


YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. 


MOWCHOW. | 
PING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU. 


MIENYANG 
ANHSIEN. 
MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 

HANCHOW. 

SINTU. 

CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 

UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING 
AND INTERCESSION. 


LET US THANK GOD 


For His blessing shown in the growth and development 
of the Chung Hua Sheng ‘Kung Hui since its establishment 
as a constituent Church of our Communion twenty-five years 


For encouragement in so many of the churches visited 
recently by Bishop Houghton, and agen oe f for the revival 
of the work at Wuchiach’ang. For His blessing also on 
the visits of Bishop and Mrs. Song to stations in Western 
Szechwan. For all those who have been recently confirmed. 
For the progress at the Yoteh School in Mienyang. 


For answered prayer in regard to Bishop’ Holden’s 
health. 


LET US PRAY 

For the restoration of peace insé’hina; and for both 
Chinese and Japanese Christians in this time of special 
strain and difficulty. 


_ For Mr. and Mrs. N ing (Wentangtsin) and other 
voluntary workers; for Pastor T’ang Shih-ch’en (Tehyang), 
Messrs. Wang Chih-shuen (Hanchow), Tuan Sheng-en 


.(Chengtu) and Wu Kuo-chang (Union University) in the 


new work to which they have been appointed. For Pastor 


_ Chang Poh’ai’s little son. 


For revival in the churches in Yunyang, T’ienkiang 


and Chnngpa. 


For guidance in taking advantage of the new oppor- 
tunities in Sintu; and in arrangements for carrying on 
the work in P’ing-wu, Kiangyu and Anhsien. 


_ For the rural extension of the medical work in con-— 
nection with the Mienchu Hospital. For the special Week 
of Witness to be held (D.V.) throughout Western Szechwan 
from November 8th to 14th next. 


For the Thanksgiving Service in connection with the 


Jubilee of the Japanese and Silver Jubilee of the Chinese 
Church to be held (D.V.) on October 29th. __ | 
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PRAYER ROR WESTERN CHINA. 


Aumicuty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 

thank Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto 
Thyself by the precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the 
gift of Thy sanctifying Spirit: May we show our love to 
Thee by loving the souls for whom Christ died, and by 
seeking to make known His glorious sa’: >tion throughout 
the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy 
flock in Western China, and all who are associated with 
them in their work for Thee. May Thy presence be with 
our missionary brethren and sisters who are seeking to 
bring the knowledge of Thee to those who know Thee not. 
May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their work and 
bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of Thee. . We pray 


also for those who know Thee not that they may be drawn | : 


by the cords of Thy Fatherly love to faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and pray 
together for the return of our King to establish His Ever-— 
lasting Kingdom. | | 


Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and 
strengthen all who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, 
or any other anxiety; cheer and encourage all who are in 
special need of Thy help; and bring both them and us to 
Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


@he Bulletin is issued four times a year, and is sent 
free of charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the 
funds of the Diocesan Association. - Others who wish 
for the Magazine can obtain it from the Organising 
Secretary on payment of 2/- per annum (to include 
postage). Residents in Canada, Australia or New 
Zealand, however, should apply to the respective Sec- 
retaries in those countries, whose names appear inside 
the front cover of the Magazine. 
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| N.B. P’ingwu and Kiangyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the C.I.M. 
Church Army eapreeeesn are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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